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MEMORANDUM**********

sa1ly t(efer, Reclamation Hldrologist J!-

On Deceurlcer 17, 1981, l&. Nick Tlorres, an engineer for Atlas l"linerals,
acconpaniecl Vickie Idetvirtis ard Sa11y Kefer on an inspection of tlte Pandora,
Calliham-Sge, Velvet, Snorr and Probe uranium mines in San Juan County, Utah.

One purlnse of the inspection was to evaluate tlre recently renovated new
ard useC oi1 storage areas at these sites. Previously, ttte used oil extracted
fron equitrxnent, and waste water produced on tlp maintenance ard wash pads was

duq:ed dor"n a strnut v*rictr discharged directly through a pipe to intermittent
drainages in the environment. Tlrere were for:r of ttrese maintenance and wash
pads inspected. T?rere nay, in fact, be ottrers at other Atlas mine locations.
Wfrife the used oil is no'r stored in large tanks on-site, tlre wash water whictr
allegedly contains solvents and oils from the equipnent surfaces is still
discharged directly into ttre environment.

6yre of the nnintenance men at the #6 nraintenance facility stated that the
ste'am cleaning process produced 3.75 gpn over ttrc course of a few trours of use
each day. Potentially, there is up to 500 gallons of wash water disdrarged
per day frour arry one wash pad facility.

I notified lrtr. Torres of Atlas Minerals' restrnnsibifity in crcmpliance with
the State of Utatr's Water Pollution Control Act and the requirenrents of the
5pp6s permit q;stem. At this time, there are no data available on the quality
of the wash water effluent to determi.ne whether suctr flows will neet State
effluent limitations.
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